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Editor’s Report 2008
In this report we summarize JID Editorial 
Office activities for 2008, including spe-
cial projects and submission and publi-
cation statistics.
Publisher contract. The current pub-
lishing contract with Nature Publishing 
Group (NPG) expires December 31, 
2010. A working committee composed 
of members from the SID and the ESDR 
and headed by Russ Hall was established 
for a “Request for Proposals” process.
Legacy Project. UT Southwestern 
Medical Center’s library donated the 34 
years of back issues required to com-
plete the JID Legacy Project, allowing 
us to digitize all journal content back to 
1938.
Encouraging submissions from East 
Asia. An increasing number of sub-
missions come to the journal from 
East Asia, and many are of the high-
est quality. The quality of submissions 
from China and Korea, especially, 
has improved substantially in the past 
decade. We considered how we can 
best encourage submissions and facili-
tate English language improvement. 
This may involve translation outreach 
in the form of foreign language editions 
of the Journal, educational outreach 
by Editorial Board members, or regu-
lar podcasts, which we understand 
are highly valued by these constitu-
ents. Recently, Dr. Bergstresser invited 
editorials from representatives from 
China, Taiwan, and Korea to discuss the 
development of the field of dermatol-
ogy in each of these areas.
Encouraging PhD involvement. 
Because of her interest in this area, 
Angela Christiano has been tasked with 
encouraging PhD (and postdoctoral fel-
low) involvement in the Journal. She has 
invited PhD department and research 
heads to discuss possibilities. We look 
forward to receiving recommendations 
from this focus group.
Word limits. In an effort to maximize 
the Journal’s page budget, we estab-
lished word limits for articles published 
in the Journal.
Web focus: Montagna Symposium on 
the Biology of Skin. Although the MSBS 
no longer publishes a proceedings issue, 
Dr. Bergstresser has continued the pre-
vious Editor’s policy of inviting present-
ers from this conference to submit their 
papers from the meeting for publication 
in the Journal at no cost. Submissions 
from the 2006, 2007, and 2008 meet-
ings have totaled 6, 13, and 11, respec-
tively. All articles are subject to full peer 
review. When published, these papers 
bear a small MSBS logo in the header. 
A Web focus was launched in February 
2008, wherein these articles appear 
online as a collection.
Journal Club. The monthly “Journal 
Club” feature continues. An introduc-
tion and thought questions are pub-
lished in print, whereas brief answers 
are published online only. Our plan is 
to emphasize clinical science; in time 
we may choose to include more basic 
studies, although we will focus on those 
with clinical implications.
SkinPod. In December 2008, JID 
released its first podcast; “SkinPod” is 
available for free on the JID website. The 
podcast features a 15-minute overview 
of developments in melanoma, as high-
lighted in two recent Perspectives arti-
cles. We are considering how SkinPod 
may best serve our worldwide audience, 
and we will report on further develop-
ments as they occur.
peer review and publication statistics
2008 submissions. Submissions to the 
Journal continued to be strong, with 
851 total unsolicited submissions 
Figure 1. Unsolicited submissions, 2002–2008.
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Figure 2. 2001–2008 submissions by region.
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Turnaround time. The time to first 
decision for peer-reviewed submissions 
was 37 days.
Publication statistics for 2008. The 
Journal’s page budget for 2008 was 
2,700. We used the entire page budget 
for the year, as well as the allowable 7% 
overage (no cost to the Society). We have 
maintained a page allotment of 2,700 
for 2009, with the full expectation of 
reducing the percentage of manuscripts 
accepted for publication and continuing 
to use our allowable 7% overage to work 
through our backlog.
The JID published three supplement 
issues in 2008: two meeting abstract 
issues (SID, ESDR) and one corporate 
supplement, “Latest Advancements in 
Skin Health & Anti-Aging,” published 
in April, 2008. This Procter & Gamble–
sponsored publication was a tie-in to the 
21st World Congress of Dermatology in 
October 2007.
Publication schedule. JID has been 
publishing on the 15th of the month 
prior to the cover date.
Articles are published online and 
indexed before print, and online pub-
lication may precede print by up to 7 
months. The lag between acceptance 
and print publication of articles has 
steadied (see Figure 4), but there is work 
to be done to close this gap.
Conclusion
We are grateful to the Board of 
Directors for its continuous support of 
the Editor’s goals and to the Editorial 
Board for its consistent good work. We 
look forward to further expanding the 
Journal’s reach and value to the skin 
research community.
Respectfully submitted,
Paul A. Bergstresser, MD, Editor
Elizabeth Blalock, Managing Editor
received in 2008, 5% lower than the 
899 submissions received in 2007 
(Figure 1). An additional 34 invited 
papers (Perspectives, JID Symposium 
Proceedings) were fully peer reviewed.
Submissions by region. The largest 
proportion of submissions continued 
to be from North America and Europe. 
Specifically, 254 submissions were from 
the United States, 96 from Germany, 87 
from Japan, 48 from the United Kingdom 
(notably, down from 69 in 2007), and 42 
from France. Figure 2 summarizes sub-
missions by region.
Accept rate. Of the unsolicited sub-
missions received in 2008, 34% were 
accepted and 56% rejected (of the man-
uscripts that were rejected, approximate-
ly one third were triaged (rejected at the 
editorial level, without external review)) 
(Figure 3). The Editors are aware of the 
need to manage JID’s acceptance rate in 
order to maintain our page budget and 
positively affect the Journal’s impact fac-
tor; we are working with NPG to deter-
mine an ideal acceptance rate in order to 
work down the backlog over the remain-
der of the course of this editorial term.
Accepted, 34%
Rejected, 56%
Under review, 0%
With author, 5%
Withdrawn, 5%
Figure 3. status of 2008 unsolicited submissions.
Figure 4. Average number of days from acceptance to publication.
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